100	GUIDE TO CALCUTTA.
biograptty. Mr. Hill also recounts the several ways in
which his hero acquired a vast fortune. " Considering
his influence at Court and among natives," Mr. Hill
concludes, "if he (Martin) thought about the matter at
all, it must have been, like Olive when he remembered
the Treasury at Murshidabad. to marvel at his own
moderation/'
Martin was a man of many parts. He was a skilled
surveyor, and we still have a map of Calcutta, dated
1760 o-r 1764, which is ascribed to his hand. He is said
to have possessed a library of 4,000 books and a fine
collection of manuscripts. He was a patron of the exiled
painter Zofiany, and minting, gun-making, indigo-farming,
cock-fighting, horse-breeding, botany, and balloon-flying
were among his most notorious hobbies. In the vault
of the Lucknow La Martini&re is an immense bell which
he cast, and in the grounds of the same Institution
is to be seen an immense bronze 18-pounder which is
said to have been used at Seringapatam. His palace tomb,
the " Constantia," commemorating either the girl he left
behind him or his motto constantia et labore, represents
his taste for experimenting in architecture.
Lord Valentia has left us a portrait of Claud Martin
quite as black as the devil is painted red. It cannot
be denied that Martin had four "wives." Of these ladies
he says in his will—
*'The four women undermentioned, as also the young one named Sally,
to whom I bequeath, legacies, I have acquired them, not as we term slaves
though paid a consideration for, but the sum I paid was a present to the
relations, that I might have had a right on them as not to be claimed by
anybody; and those I acquired for to be the companion of my good or bad
fortune, and they were to oe with me for life. I had them when in their
childhood, and I had them educated as virtuously as I could, they have
fulfilled my intention to my great satisfaotaon.''
/•-
The fact, divested of Lord Valentia's gratuitous malice,
is that the " wives " in question were really orphan girls
—natives on the mother's side—who had been deserted by
their European fathers. His favourite " Boulone, sur-
named Lisa, he bought at the age of nine from one
Caviriere, a Frenchman, who had acquired her by
purchase from a cruel and inhuman father and mother."

